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Irish author scarcely reveals the grasp of it shown by the Scottish, not 
altogether satisfactory though that may be. Of these two fundamental 
aspects of Japanese history, therefore, the reader will gain little co- 
herent and organic view from Brinkley. 

The failure of Brinkley the historian is counterbalanced by his large 
powers as a chronicler and historical connoisseur. Especially surpass- 
ing is his ability to describe personal and social relations, and this he 
invests with a genuine sympathy with the Japanese view of things, par- 
ticularly when it seems at variance with the modern European stand- 
point. Thus his narratives are not only human but at times apologetic. 
These qualities are well exemplified in his chapters, among others, on 
the Gem-pei period (XXIV.-XXV.) and on the Catholic propaganda 
(XXXVII.) . His accounts of customs and manners, though not so full 
as in the volumes on Japan in his previous Oriental Series, are always 
interesting. His love of detailed facts has further resulted in a fair 
summary of the archaeological researches by Munro (VI.) and in many 
a story of dynastic and political struggles of which the history before 
1600 was full. The sudden growth of national life after 1868 is treated 
briefly but with a sure hand. In all these descriptions, the author has 
on the whole been content to follow the traditional line of thought, 
modified occasionally by his own judgment of human nature, rather 
than to reach out for new facts and reconstruct the narrative by inde- 
pendent critical research. 

It is regrettable that the excellent descriptive quality of the work 
has been marred, and awkward misunderstandings occasioned, by the 
careless distribution and explanations, made by the publishers, of the 
numerous illustrations, many of which are otherwise of high quality. 
This is a mechanical detail that might readily be rectified in a sub- 
sequent edition. 

As a whole, the work, while it can hardly supersede Murdoch's as a 
history, stands, as a chronicle embodying the traditional view of men 
and things, unequalled by any other work in a European language. So 
is it likely to remain, for it will be a long time before we may see 
other annals of Japan written with equal literary charm and evincing 
as much sympathy with their subject-matter. YL. Asakawa. 

The Boxer Rebellion: a Political and Diplomatic Review. By 
Paul H. Clements, Ph.D., Lecturer at Columbia University 
on Far Eastern Politics and Diplomacy. [Columbia University 
Studies in History, Economics, and Public Law, vol. LXVL, no. 
3.] (New York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1914. Pp. 
243-) 
In this monograph Mr. Clements has reviewed the antecedents, the 

causes, the international complications, and the methods and terms of 

settlement which attended the Boxer uprising. 
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The work is based almost entirely upon original materials, especially 
British " Blue Books ", United States Foreign Relations, and treaty 
texts. Indeed, although the nature of the study excuses this, it might 
be urged by way of criticism that the author has paid too little attention 
to secondary accounts. For instance, some recognition and perhaps 
evaluation of such materials as have been made accessible by Messrs. 
Bland and Backhouse might add much that would be of interest and 
value. 

Beginning with a short sketch of the early relations between the 
western countries and China, and having briefly reviewed the activities 
which marked the "scramble for concessions from 1895 to 1898", the 
author proceeds to the main task: a detailed account and analysis of the 
forces and movements, both internal and external, which marked the 
years 1 898-1901 and resulted in the Peace Protocol of September 7, 
1901. 

Although he gives indication at one point (pp. 25-26) of having 
grasped the " real significance of the Chino-Japanese War ", Mr. 
Clements follows at another point (p. 76) what the present writer 
conceives to be the common error of designating the German occupation 
of Kiaochow the first among the immediate political causes of the Boxer 
outbreak. It was Japan in 1894-1895, not Germany in 1897-1898, that 
began the programme of aggression which soon raised over the heads 
and within the vision of the Chinese the lowering clouds of potentially 
impending " partition ". France, Great Britain, and Russia all there- 
after got concessions before Germany "entered the game" in 1897. 

However, the mistakes of the time were largely Europe's mistakes. 
. . . An enumeration of the immediate determining causes of the Boxer 
Rebellion is rather to be found in diplomatic archives than in a study 
of any other sources. . . . Leases, commercial servitudes, the loss of 
sovereignty over the finest harbors, the hypothecation of likin and salt 
revenues, the contracts to promoters and concessions to missionaries 
forced at the cannon's mouth, the talk of partition, the diplomatic 
wrangles over " spheres of influence " and " balance of power ", the 
exaction of the last possible farthing as indemnity for acts for which 
neither Europe nor the United States would have granted indemnity or 
apology — the answer of the Chinese to all these national humiliations 
was the outbreak of 1900. 

This is all directly to the point — and the truth and purport of such 
a summary may well be pondered in connection with a new series of 
aggressions which was begun in January, 191 5, and of which we have 
much more to hear. 

The account, introducing the documentary evidence, of the "Amer- 
ican concession" at Tientsin (pp. 164-172) is especially interesting. 
" Fate seemed to have decreed that the American Power, to its ever- 
lasting credit, should be utterly landless in China" (pp. 172-173). 

There occur in the book some misprints and occasional awkward 
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sentences, the latter especially in the foot-notes. The references are 
very complete. The bibliography is unusually well selected and satis- 
factory. The book is well indexed — would that the same could be said 
of every such study. This monograph will be useful to students of 
modern history and contemporary politics, and it is to be hoped that its 
practical value and possible lesson to statesmen will not be overlooked. 

Stanley K. Hornbeck. 

The Fall of Tsingtau: with a Study of Japan's Ambitions in China. 

By Jefferson Jones. (Boston and New York: Houghton 

Mifflin Company. 1915. Pp. xviii, 215.) 

In view of Japan's renewed demands upon China, Jones's Fall of 
Tsingtau is a very timely book. It might properly be called Japan's 
Nullification of the Open-Door Policy, for it deals largely with Japan's 
attempt to make the whole of China her special sphere of influence. It 
should be read by everyone who wishes to understand the meaning of 
Japan's demands upon China and their bearing on America's commer- 
cial interests in the Far East. 

In the first part of the book the author tells how seventeen thousand 
Japanese, backed by the whole army and navy of Japan and reinforced 
by the British Far Eastern fleet, conquered a garrison of less than four 
thousand Germans cut off from every hope of supplies and reinforce- 
ments. On the basis of Mr. Jones's testimony the reader is bound to 
conclude that the efficiency of the Japanese army has deteriorated since 
the Russo-Japanese War. Mr. Jones is of the opinion that the opera- 
tions of the Japanese army in Shantung will add little to its reputation 
for scientific work; that sanitation was something wholly lacking in the 
Japanese camps; and that the carelessness of the Japanese generals 
showed itself not only in their disregard of sanitation but in their 
handling of the troops after the surrender. 

To American readers the real value of the book lies in the last seven 
chapters, which deal with Japan's ambitious scheme to dominate China 
politically and commercially. Mr. Jones has succeeded in showing 
more clearly than any other writer on the Orient what is the real ques- 
tion at issue between the United States and Japan. It is not the Cali- 
fornia question but the Open-Door Policy. Japan has recently re- 
newed the demands which she made of China in January, 191 5. Should 
China be forced to yield to these demands the Open-Door Policy would 
cease to exist. By securing control of China's army, police system, and 
financial machinery, Japan would be in a position not only to annihilate 
the sovereignty of the oldest independent nation in the world but to 
secure a monopoly of the trade of China, thus effectively barring Amer- 
ican goods from the world's most promising market. Japan's demands, 
therefore, affect the interests of every American manufacturer and 
laborer. But a larger question than that of foreign trade is involved 



